SETTING UP THE CONTROL TRACK IN STEP RECORD
Written by Carol Dooley

Sissle@aol.com
I would sincerely like to thank Shirley Warwick for teaching me how to program my Control track.  Without her assistance and endless patience, this training manual could never have been written.  Again, I have simply used my writing skills to pass along the instructions for this process in hopes that it can be of use to somebody else.  Thank you, Shirley, for I couldn’t have done it without you.

I would also like to thank Lanny Larson.  He volunteered to try it out for me and be my advisor.  He spent many hours of his time making sure that this training package was accurate and easy to use.  He also made very valuable suggestions for corrections and additions to the package, which I might add were all incorporated into this training package.  His input was absolutely terrific!  Thanks Lanny for your efforts and hard work  you are greatly appreciated.

This training was written for a PR702, however, it will work for most Technic models.  The buttons to push to get to the screens may be different, however, once you find the right screens, the process will be basically the same.

SETTING UP THE CONTROL TRACK IN STEP RECORD

By Carol Dooley   Sissle@aol.com

At times you may find it convenient to set up the Control Track in Step Record to automatically make all the changes in your Panel Memory such as Intros, Endings, Fades, Tempos, Rhythm Variations, Performance Pads, etc.  By setting up your music using this method, you can concentrate strictly on your performance. There is no need to worry about when you need to pedal to step through the Panel Memory buttons or reach up and push buttons to make changes. Fill Ins, Fade, Performance Pads or Endings are all done automatically for you from the information we will be programming into the Control Track.  By using this method, you will also find that you will have a much smoother transition between Panel Memories, as the change will occur precisely where you have indicated in the Control Track in Step Record.

Key to being successful in using this method of setting up your song is the preparation you make in advance.  Having your setup all figured out before you begin eliminates any unnecessary editing at the end.

The last page of this document is a copy of the song we will be using for this training.  We will be referring to it multiple times, so have it handy. 

I have chosen “Beautiful Brown Eyes” to use as our example in this training.  The first thing we need to do is count how many TOTAL measures are in the song.   Include all verses, any repeats, and all choruses.  Just for the fun of it, we are going to play through Beautiful Brown Eyes 3 times before we end the song.  Counting measures once through the song, note that the song consists of 16 measures.  Because we are going to play the song 3 times, the final total will be 48 measures.   (3 X 16 equals 48 measures.)  Keep that number in mind, because we will need it in a little bit!

Select the Waltz button in your Rhythm Section of your piano.  From the display menu, select WALTZ.  Then set your tempo at approximately 110.  Make sure your Auto Play Chord ON/OFF button lit (turned on).

Now determine what Rhythm Variation and Instruments you are going to use for the first 3 Panel Memories.  Be sure and save your settings in the Expand Mode.  IMPORTANT: Check the second page of the Expand Mode to make certain that it says ON behind all of the selections you will need for the song.  Our instruments have a nasty habit of turning things off depending upon what we loaded into its memory last.  If you are uncertain what needs to be ON, turn everything on except the MIDI. 

For this training, set up your Panel Memories as follows:  (You may use your own selections, just make sure you have the first 3 Panel Memory buttons ready to go.)

  Panel Memory 1

  Panel Memory 2

  Panel Memory 3
Rhythm Variation 2

Rhythm Variation 3

Rhythm Variation 4

R1  Harmonica 124

R1  Romantic Clarinet 106
R1  Pan Flute 127 

R2  Cello Ensemble 102
R2  Symphonic Strings 119
R2  Stereo Vocal Ah 119

*Technichord  Hymn – R2
*Technichord  Close – R2
*Technichord  Hymn – R2        Octave +1


Octave +1


Octave +1

* Note:  Technichord:  To set your Technichord in the Panel Memory, hold down the TECHNICHORD button until the TECHNICHORD MENU displays.  Then press the DISPLAY HOLD button to keep the screen visible.  For Panel Memory 1, I have chosen the HYMN style.  Move your curser until HYMN is highlighted.  Now go to PAGE 2 of this menu by  pressing the PAGE  button once.  I am going to set the HYMN style so it applies to the instrument assigned in R2.  To do that,  set the box behind the word ORCHESTRATOR to read R2.  If it doesn’t, use the  VALUE  buttons to flip through the choices until R2 is displayed in that box.  Now exit the Technichord menu.  As you continue to set up your instruments in Panel Memories 2 and 3, use this same procedure to set up the Technichord as indicated above.














NOTE:  You do not need to set up the pedal to Panel Memory Increment or the Intro button as we will tell our instrument what to do and when to do it in the Control Track.  

We will be using Intro 2 for this song. The next step is to PLAY the INTRO that you are going to use for your song and COUNT HOW MANY MEASURES IT CONTAINS.  Note that the INTRO for our song is 2 measures long.  This now brings the total measures in our song up to 50.  (48 measures plus the 2 Intro measures equals 50.)  

Before we start setting up the Control Track, we need to make sure that nothing is stored in our Sequencer’s memory from a previous song.  To do that, CLEAR the sequencer memory by following these steps:  

1. Press the PROGRAM MENUS button. 

2. From the Program Menu, select SEQUENCER.

3. From the Sequencer Menu, select CREATE.

4. From the EDIT MENU, select SONG CLEAR.

5. Press the OK button

6. A box pops up saying:  Attention:  Using song clear will erase any existing recording in the sequencer.  Are you sure:
7. Press the YES button.

8. EXIT back to your Main Screen.

ACCESSING THE CONTROL TRACK

Now we are ready to begin setting up our Control Track in Step Record.  Follow these steps:

Make sure that the PANEL MEMORY BUTTON 1 is lit, the CHORD ON/OFF button is lit, and the SYNCHRO START button is lit before beginning.  

Step  1:  Press the PROGRAM MENUS button.

Step  2:  Select SEQUENCER from the Menu in your display panel.

Step  3:  From the Sequencer Menu, select CREATE.

Step  4:  From the Create Menu, select STEP RECORD. 

Step 5:   From the STEP RECORD:PART SELECT menu screen, choose 

              the CTL TRACK  (Track # 5).

Step  6:  This brings up the STEP RECORD:CONTROL screen.  It looks


     like this:


This is the screen where we will be entering all of our Control Data to automatically make our changes.

PROGRAMMING THE CONTROL TRACK



Step  7:  Note that your cursor is sitting on the first dot of measure one.  


    This is where we are going to input our first Control Command.

              REMINDER:  Make sure the SYNCHRO START button, CHORD   

              ON/OFF and PANEL MEMORY Button # 1 are lit.

Step  8:  The first thing we want to happen is for our INTRO 2 to play.


     Push the INTRO 2 button and listen for the BEEP**.  The beep 


     tells us that it has been recorded at our cursor position.

**The BEEP places an asterisk (* ) in the place of the dot.  In the white box below, it will tell us the measure we are in and what programming the asterisk contains.  If  you make a mistake, move the cursor off the asterisk and then back on it again.  When the white box displays the error you made, simply press the ERS (Erase) button to remove the error.

Step  9:  Next we need to tell our piano that we want the rhythm  to


     start playing, so we push the START/STOP button and listen


     for the BEEP.

There, our Intro has been preprogrammed and we are ready to move on to inputting the rest of our song information in the Control Track.

Step 10:  We listened to the Intro 2 to see how many measures it


      plays, so we know we want our actual song to begin at

                Measure 3. (Remember, our Intro 2 was 2 measures long!)     


      Move your cursor to the beginning dot of Measure 3 by using 


      the MEAS UP/DOWN arrow at the bottom of the screen.

Step 11: At the very beginning of Measure 3, push the PANEL MEMORY

     BUTTON 1 to tell your piano to play the setup stored in it’s


     memory.  Listen for the BEEP.

Step 12:  We know we have 16 measures in our song and 2 INTRO 

               MEASURES for a total of 18 measures before we are ready

               To begin playing our song the second time through.  Knowing

      this, I need to start playing the song from the beginning at the 

      19th measure.  Scroll down to the beginning of measure 19 so 

      your cursor is on the first dot. 

Step 13:  On the first dot of the 19th measure,
press PANEL MEMORY   


      BUTTON 2 and listen for the BEEP.  Now we are set up to play

               the song through the second time with our new instrument 

               and variation settings.

Step 14:  Our next change of Panel Memory will occur at the beginning


      of the 35th measure.  (19 plus 16 equals 35 – Remember, we

                don’t count the Intro measures again, so we use 16 measures


      instead of 18.)  Scroll to the dot at the beginning of measure 35 

      and press PANEL MEMORY BUTTON 3.  Listen for the BEEP.       

Step 15:  Now we need to program the Ending for our song.  We know 


      That the song will finish at the end of Measure 50, so we scroll


      To the beginning of measure 51 and press the ENDING 2  


      button.  Listen for the BEEP.

Following is a simple table of the functions you should now have programmed into your Control Track.

	MEASURE #        
COMMAND IN CONTROL TRACK

	

	1  



INTRO 2

	                              START

	

	3



PANEL MEMORY = 1-1

	

	19



PANEL MEMORY = 1-2

	

	35



PANEL MEMORY = 1-3

	

	51



ENDING 2



Now we are ready to begin playing the song.  If you want to record your song as you play, go to step 16.  If you just want to play your song, go to step 22.

TO RECORD YOUR SONG AS YOU PLAY

Step 16:  Exit out of the Step Record.

Step 17:  Now go back into CREATE and select REALTIME RECORD.

Step 18:  In the REALTIME RECORD screen, place the R1, R2 and 

                APC* (track # 4) tracks in the REC (Record) mode.  (*The APC 

track name might be CHD in your instrument. Depends upon

the model.  If it is CHD, it will change to APC and remain being called the APC track from this point on.)

Step 19:  Place the CTL (Control) track in the PLAY mode.

Step 20:  You are now ready to record your song.  Reset your sequencer

               and make sure the Synchro Start button and Panel Memory # 1

               buttons are lit.  Press the first chord.  Your Intro 2 should 


      begin.  When the intro is finished, begin playing as you would


      normally.  

Step 21:  When the song reaches it’s end, press the REC STOP   

      Button that is indicated on your display screen.       

TO JUST PLAY YOUR SONG WITHOUT RECORDING

Step 22:  Exit out of the Step Record screen and keep exiting until you

                reach the main screen where your instrument choices are

               displayed.

Step 23:  RESET your sequencer,    (Press Fill In # 1 Button to reset.)

               and make sure the Synchro Start button and Panel Memory # 1

               buttons are lit.  Press the first chord.  Your Intro 2 should 


      begin.  When the intro is finished, begin playing as you would


      normally.  

.

If you want to replay the song, press the Fill In #1 button (Sequencer Reset) to return to the beginning.  If the Panel Memory Button #1 and Syncro Start button are not lit, press them until they are lit and begin your song again.


 REMINDER:   When all finished, be sure and save your work to a floppy so you won’t lose it.
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